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As an attorney, you have an ethical duty to perfoompetent and complete legal research. Quitélpgpss
the most important step in this process is to ngake that the law you use is still “good” beforeuyaite it as
authority. Shepard’s Citationkave been the traditional print method of perfogmhis inquiry. Shepard’s Citations
can assist you in determining the continuing validll state and federal cases (including the Sigireme Court),
statutes, and administrative regulations. The ggeof verifying the good-standing of a case dutas often
referred to as “ShepardizingShepard’ss a citator. Citators trace the prior and subseghistory of your case or
statute, provide parallel citations to your cagdp lyou determine how later cases and authoritige ktreated your
case, and update your research to the present.

FCSL hasShepard’sfor Florida, Georgia, Southern Reporter, South Eatern Reporter, Federal, and
U.S. Supreme Court cases onlyThey are located on th& Bloor in the Regional Collection. To Shepardiaseas
from other jurisdictions, you may contact Lexis Meat the number set forth in Step #8 below, orSisgpard’on
LexisNexis or KeyCite on Westlaw.

Shepardizing by Case Citation

Step #1:Locate the Shepard’s Citationsset that matches the reporter in which your casesipublished For

instance, if you wanted to Shepardiz8auth Eastern Report@ase, you would need to use Heuth Eastern
Shepards Volumes are not cumulative and are tailoredatcmthe features specific to each reporter. ufai@ not
starting with a citation, see below 8hepard’s Case Name Citators

Step #2:Select the most recent softbound supplement firditator set by checking the date in the uppgrtri
corner of the cover. Collect the bound volumes smgplements listed in théNhat Your Library Should
Contain” box on the front cover of the most recent supgem A complete state citator set usually, butahotys,
contains (i) one or more bound volumes, (ii) apaderback cumulative supplement, and (iii) a galtlel or semi-
annual supplement.

Step #3: Select the earlie$hepard’'sbound volume that matches the reporter volumeoof xase. Reporter
coverage is listed on the spine of e&ttepard’ssolume.

Step #4 Use the headings at the top of the page to findeporter volume and beginning page number ofcase.
Beneath the beginning page number are citatiooages and authorities that have cited your casethe pointin
time that particular volume was published. Thetegreferences will provide (i) the volume numlbéthe reporter
of the citing case; (i) the reporter of the citicase; and (iii) the page number on which the ek appears in the
cited case (not the beginning page of the casthparsual case citation format).

You must keep in mind the difference betweertitetl case anditing cases! The former is the cite you are
Shepardizing to verify whether it is still good lailve latter are materials such as other caseseldew articles, or
ALR annotations that cite to the original (citedpe.

Your citation may not appear in every volume. Hoere this does not mean the Shepardizing task is
complete. Absence of a citation in one volume raeanty that there were no citing cases containdddmeporters
for which that volume covers. You must inspaggryrelevantShepard’s/olume to ensure that you have discovered



all citing cases.

As mentioned in Step #8hepard’s/olumes are specific to the reporters they arergmyeFor example, if a
particular reporter does not utilize West headnfiiesause it is not published byWest), thenShepard’sor that
particular reporter will not include reference taldnotes. This is so even if the case is alsatexpin a West
reporter with accompanying headnotes. SimilatBtesspecificShepard’sare likely to include secondary sources
that cite the case you are Shepardizing; informaiiosecondary sources will rafipear in region&hepard’ssuch
as theShepard'sor theSouth Eastern Reporter

The citations listed in the columns$hepard’s alway®llow the same order: parallel cites (in paresthe
the first time it is cited in Shepards); historyofur case; treatment by other authorities of &weih your case; and
finally, a listing of any secondary authoritiedrgjf your case (depending on ydbinepard’s see above).

Step #5:Interpret the abbreviations and codes of theicitatby using the tables in the front of tBeepard’s
volume. Shepard’sattempts to give you as much information aboutsa éathe smallest amount of space possible.
Therefore, everything from case analysis to citaitidformation is extensively abbreviateghepard’sabbreviations
are consistent across all of its publications,altih new abbreviations may be added to later vaduriféhen the
citing reference refers to the cited case in regaedparticular headnote in the cited case, teatihote appears as a
superscript immediately following the reporter imf@tion in the citation (e.g., So3d

Case analysis abbreviations fall into one of twiegaries: history codes and treatment codes. isgey
citations are those citations indicating priorabsequent proceedings in g@me caseHistory codes are codes that
directly impact the validity of the cited case. dixles include (affirmed), m (modified),r (reversed), and
(vacated).

Treatment codes indicalt®w other courts have evaluated the cited case asepedent for other cases.
Examples includec (criticized),d (distinguished)e (explained)f (followed), ando (overruled). In the treatment
portion of the list of cites, citing referencestses are organized by jurisdiction and courthtbkest court is listed
first, followed by primary citing authorities andendary citing authorities.

Youmustread the case(s) which produce negative indicatmase how that ruling affects the authority of
your case. Although a case has been negativelietigit may still be possible that it remains eetty valid for the
point of law for which you intend to use it. Abserof a treatment code indicates that the casbdwscited in the
citing reference, but no substantive discussiositipe or negative, occurred.

Step #6Repeat steps 4 and 5 for each subsequent bownde¢f any) and each paperback supplement containe
the citator set. The pattern is to work from theest bound volume to the most recent paperbacgleogent in
which your citation appears.

Step #7:Review each of the citing sources. Reviewingetsesirces is vital because, although the case sipasa
citing reference to the case you are Shepardifiigtells you nothing about its continuing valdis good law.

Step #8:As a last check, contaBhepard’s Daily Update Servieg 1-800-899-6000 (option 5) to find out if your
case has been cited since publication of the neasiht supplement. You speak to a real persontésmddrvice is
free.

Shepard’'s Case Names Citators

If you know the name of at least one party andjhiediction in which the case was litigated, botrbt
know the citation, you can find the citation by sahing aShepard’s Case Names Citafor that jurisdiction. By
looking up a party’s name, you can find the fubeamame, citation, and the date of the decisidrthié point, you
may Shepardize the case following the steps stt &rove.



