Self Guided Cases Workshop

Junior Tiever and Smiley Circus were two famous teen celebrities. They were each famous for
telling the world how virtuous they were and for music and acting, even though neither could
carry a tune nor act. When Junior and Smiley met, they fell head over heels in love with each
other. Their respective managers tried everything they could to keep the two 18 year olds apart in
order to keep their fan base, but young love prevailed. Junior and Smiley were very happy
together for a few months until Smiley met a 36 year old married actor from a popular crime
drama. Smiley cancelled her world tour under the guise of exhaustion and ran off to live in Paris
for the summer with the older married actor. That was the end of the Junior and Smiley romance.

A few weeks later Junior is giving a live red carpet interview to Tiger Teen magazine. They ask
about his budding romance with Smiley. Junior says, “Smiley is a total tramp and the purity ring
she wears is for show to impress her fans. She told me she loved me but left me for a 36 year old
married actor in a dumb cop show. Smiley and that old married guy are having an affair. He is
just like that Britney Spears song, he’s a womanizer! Stay away from Smiley, she’s nothing but
trouble and her old, married boyfriend is an adulterer!

Tiger Teen magazine sensed an explosive exclusive so they aired every word just as Junior told
them. Smiley and her older married boyfriend saw the live interview while they were in Paris
and the married actor was livid when he saw Junior’s interview. The married actor says he is
just friends with Smiley and is mentoring her in Paris, not having an adulterous affair. He wants
to sue Junior for the tort of slander in his home state of Georgia where he lives and where the cop
show is filmed. Can you help him?
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Hello Self Guided Researcher, and welcome to the part of the Self Guided Case Research
Workshop where you will brainstorm for the issue and search terms to help you find a case that
is relevant.

After reading the fact pattern, what do you think is the issue here? Is it about pandas? No, of
course not. What is the issue? If you are having trouble, one technique is to pretend to explain
the facts to a friend. Did that help? What is the issue?

The issue is whether the 36 year old married boyfriend of Smiley can sue Junior Tiever for
slander. What is the jurisdiction? The second to last sentence of the fact pattern tells you
Georgia is the jurisdiction because that is where the married boyfriend lives and films his cop
show. You know the issue, you know the jurisdiction, and since this is a Cases Workshop, you
are going to search for a case that is relevant to your issue. But where do you go from here?

A good place to look for cases is a digest. A digest lists the synopsis of reported cases and
organizes them by legal topic. There are digests for all fifty states. This means the dog bite cases
will be organized together and the slander cases will also be organized together. At Florida
Coastal you have access to West Digests both electronically and in print. The West Georgia
Digest is located on the Third Floor of the Library in the Regional Collection.

Now that you know where to look for a case, what search terms are you going to use? Can you
think of any pertinent search terms? If you said slander good for you! Slander is a great search
term! Unfortunately, the search terms will rarely be as obvious in practice or in other fact
patterns.

Now that you have the issue, the search terms and you know where to look, you are ready to go
to the next set of instructions on how to use the West Georgia Digest Descriptive Word Index for
the continuation of this self-guided workshop.



2. Descriptive Word Index for West’s Georgia Digest
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Hello Self Guided Researcher, and welcome to the part of the Case Research Workshop where
you will learn how to use the Descriptive Word Index of West’s Georgia Digest to help you find
a case that is relevant to your legal issue.

By now you have read the hypothetical fact pattern and have come up with some words that you
can use to start your search for a relevant case. Probably the first word that comes to mind is

“Slander” so let’s go with that.

The Descriptive Word
Index

In the Georgia Digest, you will see volumes shelved
alphabetically with West Topics and Key Numbers on the
spine. However, we do not know at this point what the
relevant West Topic and Key Number could be. All we have
are some words that we believe we can use to start our search.
If you tried to find “Slander” as a topic, you would see that
there is no West Topic for “Slander.” That is why you will
start your research in the Descriptive Word Index.

The Descriptive Word Index is just what it says it is, an index
where the researcher can use general descriptive words that
they have brainstormed from their fact pattern to begin
searching in the Digest for that relevant case. The descriptive
words will help you locate the West Topic and Key Number
that the editors of the Digest believe will lead you to the cases
related to that legal issue.

Continue to scan the spines of the Georgia Digest volumes until you see the volumes with
“Descriptive Word Index” in a black field on the lower portion of the spine.

Select the volume that shows it contains descriptive words for SI-Z. Locate “Slander.” What
does the Descriptive Word Index tell you?



The entry under "Slander" tells you
to go to the "Libel and Slander”
heading.

SLANDER
See heading LIBEL AND SLANDER,
generally.

SLANDER OF TITLE

Generally, Libel & 130-140
ACTIONS, Libel &= 139
ATTORNEY fees, Libel &= 139
COSTS, Libel &= 139

DEFENSES in general, Libel &= 136
ELEMENTS in general, Libel &= 130
FALSITY, Libel €= 134
INJUNCTION, Inj &= 98(3)

INJURY or loss, Libel &= 135
INTENT, Libel &= 131
JACTITATION, action of, Libel = 140

LIMITATION of actions,
Generally, Libel & 139
Acerual of right of action, Lim of Act
&= 55(5)
Discovery of cause of action, Lim of Act
&= 95(T)

SLANDER- See heading LIBEL AND SLANDER,
generally.

The next step is to pull the Descriptive Word Index that
contains “Libel and Slander” generally. Find the Descriptive
Word Index volume that has “Libel and Slander.” What
information do you have now?

There are several pages of terms in alphabetical order that
subdivide the descriptive words, “Libel and Slander.” Take
your time and scan the entries. This will help you see how the
editors of the index have broken down the subject of “Libel
and Slander.” If something stands out, make a note of it, but
scan all the way through the entries before choosing where to
begin the next step in your research.

As you can see, each entry ends with a bolded word and a key
symbol and number. These are the officially designated West

Topics and Key Numbers for those entries. That is the information you need for the Georgia
Digest volumes using the designated Topics and Key Numbers to lead you to a relevant case.
Have you identified a relevant subdivision of “Libel and Slander?”
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AMENDMENT of pleadiagiiLibel ©= 9§
ANSWER

Lot 2
Mitigativa greusds, Libel &= 66
APPEAL snd error, Lidel &= 128
APPEARANCE, Libel &= 75
ARREST, imputation of, Libel &= 3(3)
ARSON, imputation of, Libel = 3(7)
ASSAULT, mmputation of, Libel o= 7(6)
ASSOCIATIONS,
Offrery, tmpustation of undtiems,
ot crimes In offioe, Tbel o= 1005)
Reporas of peocwdings, qaalifind privivnge,
Libel #= £203)
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ATTORNEY foes, Libel ®= 128
ATTORNEYS,
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Lishistios, Atty & C & 102
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Libed &= (%)

BIGAMY. imgutation of, Litel &= 705)
BILL of particulars, Lidel &= 9%
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ELASPFHENY, Crim Law &= 8320

HRIEFS, sbestute priviege for briefs of
coumeed, Libel 6= 385,
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o

BURDEN of preet,
Generaly. Lidel &= 101(1-5)
Crisinal procesdings, Libel &= 154
Instructions 10 Jury, Libel &= 126(2)

Justifions mitigation, Libel &= 10(5)
| aserunre e of. Libel &= 100(2)
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| Libel
jibel &= 7(6)
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How about “ADULTERY, imputation of, Libel
k7(17).

Now you have the West Topic and Key Number
that will take you into the correct volume of the
Georgia Digest.

Topic = Libel

Key Number = k7(17)



WAIT you aren’t quit finished yet! Because we are doing research in print you are never
finished until you have checked the pocket part! Think of it as a continuation of the bound
volume. Because the bound volume is unable to be changed once it is printed, legal print
resources are updated with pocket parts that are published every year.

Turn to the back of the volume you used to find “Libel and Slander” and find “Libel and
Slander” again in the pocket part. Look for “ADULTERY, imputation of.” Is there anything
new? Have any new subdivisions been added that look relevant to your legal issue?

If the answer is “no” you can continue on to the next step, which is finding that Georgia Digest
volume that contains the Topic and Key Number “Libel k7(17).” If the answer is “yes,” you
will use that updated information to find the relevant Georgia Digest volume.

Now that you know how to use the Descriptive Word Index, you are ready to go to the next set
of instructions on how to use West’s Georgia Digest for the continuation of this self-guided
workshop.
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Hello Self Guided Researcher, and welcome to the part of the Case Research Workshop where
you will learn how to use West’s Georgia Digest to help you find a case that is relevant to your
legal issue. From the Descriptive Word Index, you know you are looking for Libel Key
Number k7(17). Go to the Georgia Digest and find the volume where "Libel" would be. The
digests are filed alphabetically by topic. The contents of the volumes are listed under the volume
number. "Libel" is in volume 24B as it falls alphabetically between "Landlord and Tenant" and
"Life Estates."



Notice the volume starts with
"Landlord and Tenant Key
Number 162." Some topics are
too large to fit in one volume, so
the topic is split over two or
more volumes. When selecting
a volume where the topic is
split, be sure to read the spine to
ensure you chose the correct
volume.

WEST'S

Georgia
Digest
de

There is helpful information in the first pages (front material) of the digest. This information is
generally contained in the same order in all of the West Digests. On the copyright page, notice

the top section titled "Closing with Cases Reported In" which lists the reporters and volumes of
the reporters used to compile this volume of the digest.

) Closing with Cases Reported In
South Eastern Reporter, Second Series 603 S.E.2d 21
Supreme Court Reporter 125 S.Ct. 304
Federal Reporter, Third Series 385 F.3d 785
Federal Appendix 108 Fed.Appx. 636
Federal Supplement, Second Series 335 F.Supp.2d
Federal Rules Decisions 224 F.R.D. 197

Bankruptey Reporter 315 B.R. 635



After the preface, there is a page with the abbreviations of the courts used in the digest. The next
page has a listing of the abbreviations of publications cited. The next section is a table of

contents for the volume listing the "Topics i

ABBREVIATIONS OF COURTS
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Turn to the "Topics in this Volume™" to find what page the topic "Libel and Slander" starts and
turn to the starting page of the topic; which is page 364.
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At the beginning
of each topic or at
the beginning of
the volume if the
topic spans more
than one volume,
there are a few
paragraphs about
what is included
and what is
excluded in the
topic. If you are
not sure if what
you are looking
for is included in
the topic, you
would read this
introductory
material.



In this case, start turning the pages until you see "Libel & Slander Key Number k7(17)"

beginning on page 391.
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In this instance, the second case, Baskin v. Rogers, is on point

with the facts. Make a note of the case citation (listed at the
end of the paragraph) and be sure to continue reading all of
the paragraphs for the Key Number as there may be another

case on point.

WAIT you aren’t quite finished yet! Because we are doing
research in print you are never finished until you have
checked the pocket part! Think of it as a continuation of the
bound volume. Because the bound volume is unable to be

Each paragraph is a short
summary of the case, including
the facts and law, pertaining to
that Key Number. Case citations
are listed by court hierarchy;
federal courts are first, higher
courts in the jurisdiction after
that, then lower courts at the end.
Read each paragraph under the
Key Number until you find a
case that is on point with the fact
pattern.
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changed once it is printed, legal print resources are updated with pocket parts that are published
every year.

The pocket part is located in the back of the digest volume. The pocket part is updated annually
with new cases for the topics and Key Numbers in that particular volume.
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In the pocket part, locate the Key Number we are looking for.
Locate "Libel & Slander” Key Number k7(17). Keep in mind
that not all Key Numbers have updates. If the number is not
listed, it means there is no update in the pocket part. Continue
to the pamphlet which is a further update to the entire digest.
Generally, it is contained in one paperback volume.

At Coastal Library, the pamphlets are located at the end of
the digest set, but other libraries may keep the pamphlets at
the beginning of the digest set or before the index set, so be
sure to look for them! The pamphlet is updated quarterly with
new cases for all of the topics and Key Numbers in the digest.
In some cases, if the topic is broad or there are a lot of cases
on the topic, the volume itself will have its own annual
pamphlet in addition to the pocket part and the set's pamphlet.

In that case, you will need to check the pocket part, the volume cumulative pamphlet, and the
digest pamphlet. In the pamphlet, locate the Key Number we are looking for. In this case, flip
through the pamphlet to locate "Libel & Slander Key Number k7(17)." Not all key numbers have
updates, just like in the pocket parts. If the number is not listed, it means there is no update in
the pamphlet.

Now that you have found a case that is on point to your issue in West’s Georgia Digest, you are
ready to go to the next set of instructions on how to use the Words and Phrases Index for West’s
Georgia Digest for the continuation of this self-guided workshop.
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Hello Self Guided Researcher, and welcome to the part of the Self Guided Case Research
Workshop where you will learn how to use the Words and Phrases Index for West’s Georgia
Digest to help you in your research.

Words and Phrases is a part of the West Digest set that contains words and phrases that have
been defined by the courts in the jurisdiction. The Words and Phrases Index is a good place to
find a definition of a legal term as defined in the jurisdiction you are researching.

B Go to the Georgia Digest on the shelf, and find the

Géﬁfg’,o %Tg,;%“‘ roorgia volumes labeled "Words and Phrases" at the end of

e | 5 2 the Georgia Digest.
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Galgp. 207, A “single play of the game or
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State v. Dasial, 654 SE20 W96, 258 GaApp
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e the sooemulioed wiasng 1o gt Se gane
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15-03-30s), 16-12-25(b) AFKINY) -Scane v
Dissasi, 654 SEL20 396, 208 Ga Agp. 384, recon
wderstion deeed, vagdl 667 SE2 372 M
Ga. 72— Cusning 650 Pod Amvese 28
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with the fact pattern. In this case, there is
no definition on point with our fact
pattern. Make a note of any pertinent
case citations and continue reading all of
the paragraphs for the words or phrases
you brainstormed, as there may be
another definition on point.

WAIT you aren’t quite finished yet!
Because we are doing research in print
you are never finished until you have
checked the pocket part! Think of it as a
continuation of the bound volume.
Because the bound volume is unable to
be changed once it is printed, legal print
resources are updated with pocket parts
that are published every year.

The pocket part is located in the back of
the Words and Phrases volume. The
pocket part is updated annually with new

definitions for the words and phrases in that particular volume

In the pocket part, locate the word you are looking for, slander Not all words and phrases have
updates. If the word or phrase is not listed, it means there is no update in the pocket part.

Now that you know how to use Words and Phrases Index for West’s Georgia Digest, you are
ready to go to the next set of instructions on how to use the South Eastern Reporter for the
continuation of this self-guided workshop.

5. South Eastern Reporter in print
Brainstorming for Issue and Search Terms
Descriptive Word Index for West’s Georgia Digest
West’s Georgia Digest
Words and Phrases Index for West’s Georgia Digest
South Eastern Reporter
Researching Electronically in Westlaw
Researching Electronically in Lexis
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Hello Self Guided Researcher, and welcome to the part of the Self Guided Case Research
Workshop where you will learn to use the South Eastern Reporter to help you find a case that is
relevant to your legal issue.

All cases start with the name of the case, the Docket Number, the Court, and the Date of
Decision. Then you will find a synopsis of the facts and holding of the case, followed by a series
of numbered paragraphs called Headnotes. After that, you will find the opinion of the court.

All of the material you see in the case up to the opinion is the work of legal experts hired by
West. They read the opinion, write a synopsis, and classify all the points of law in the opinion
under a Topic and Key Number. Each of these points then becomes a numbered paragraph called
a Headnote. Look at Headnote No. 3. This Headnote has the Topic and Key Number we used to
find this case. The Headnote is identical, word for word, with the brief case description found in
the Digest.

This shows what a digest is — a collection of Headnotes, arranged in order by Topic and Key
Number, to enable researchers to find cases by topic.

There are two important rules you must always follow in citing to cases:
1: NEVER cite to Headnotes or the synopsis.

You can cite the court’s opinion as authority. You NEVER cite to the Headnotes or the synopsis.
Being hired by West Publishing does not give anyone the authority to make laws in the United
States. The synopsis and Headnotes are not law and cannot be cited.

2: NEVER cite to a case you have not read.

The synopsis and Headnotes are not intended to and cannot substitute for reading the case. If you
are going to cite a case, you must read the entire opinion.

Given these two essential rules, what is the purpose of having the synopsis and Headnotes in the
case at all? The editors put them there to help save you time. Start by reading the synopsis. Then
find the Headnote or Headnotes with your Topic and Key Number. In our case, the Headnote
with our Topic and Key Number is Headnote No. 3. You will notice in the opinion that certain
paragraphs begin with bolded numbers in square brackets. The example below shows a
paragraph beginning [1-3]. This paragraph of the opinion discusses the points of law in
Headnotes No. 1, 2, and 3. After reading the synopsis, read all paragraphs of the opinion
discussing the point of law in the Headnotes of interest to you. This is often enough to determine
if the case is relevant or not. If the case is relevant, read the entire opinion. If the case is not
relevant, stop reading. You are spared the effort of reading the entire opinion. This can cut down
on a great deal of unnecessary work.
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cide. The jury was appropriately charged on that “[ajecusations are amendable to the time
the law of entrapment, and it returned a that issue is joined,” id, this Court over-
guilty verdict against Wilcox, & verdict that turned defendant’s conviction. Wileox, how-
was authorized under the evidence present- ever, did not timely move for correction of
ed. The trial court therefore did not err in  any error in the affidavit. More significant-
denying Wilcox's motion for new trial based ly, the error in Guess was one of substance.
upon his entrapment defense. The accusation was not properly sworn be-

2. Wileox also contends the trial eourt fore trial Here, the exact date of the of-
erronecusly amended the accusation during fense was not material; OCGA § 16-13-30
jury deliberations. In response to & question Makes it unlawful for a person to purchase,
by the jury, the court amended an error in POssess, or control cocaine. Wilcox was suf-
the affidavit which listed the offense date as ficiently notified of the charges against him,
September 14, 1995 instead of 1995. Wil- and as discussed above, he pre.sented evi-
cox’s counsel objected without explanation to  dence on his own behalf concerning the cor-
the amendment. rect date. The trial court consequently did

not err in refusing to grant a new trial on

[12,13] “An accused is entitled to an in- this ground.
dictment or accusation perfect in form as
well as substance if he timely raises the  JHdgment affirmed.
question in writing on special demurrer.

[Cits.]" (Emphasis supplied.) Kingv. State, ~ BEASLEY, J, and HAROLD R. BANKE,
176 Ga.App. 137, 13%2), 335 S.E2d 439 Senior Appellate Judge, concur.

(1985), overruled on other grounds, Copeland

© White, 178 Ga.App. 644, 344 SE.2d 436

(1986). But here, Wilcox's counsel never ob-
jected to the error until it was brought to his |
attention by the jury. His objection was not
timely.

[14] Moreover, even if the trial court
committed error by amending the affidavit, 229 Ga.App. 250
the record does not show that Wileox was BASKIN '
prejudiced by the amendment. See King,
supra at 139, 335 S.E.2d 439, The accusation v.
charged Wilcox with “unlawfully possess[ing] ROGERS.

i 1 i ’)

and havling] under his control, cocaine, a
controlled substance in Schedule II of the No. A9TAISAS. A—
Georgia Controlled Substances I )
though the date may have been ir | COUTE b Court of Appeals of Georgia.
the accusation, it does not appear that Wileox Nov. 6, 1097, e

relied on that date in preparing his defense
or that it otherwise misled him. The evi-
dence was undisputed that the offense oc- University employee brought slander ac-
curred in September 1995, and Wilcox even  ¢on against fellow employee. The Superior
events of that date. Wilcox has shown 10 gefendant’s motion for summary judgment,
prejudice due to the incorrect date. and plaintiff appealed. The Court of Ap-
Guess v. State, 155 Ga.App. 14, 270 SE2d peals, Beasley, J., held that: (1) allegations
255 (1980), relied on by Wileox, is distin- that plaintiff, who was a married man, had
guished from this case. In Guess, the affida- “affairs” and was a “womanizer” imputed
vit on which the accusation was based was crime of adultery, and constituted slander
unsworn when filed. The jurat was added per se; (2) fact issue as to whether defendant

WAIT you aren’t quite finished yet! Because we are doing research in print you are never
finished until you have checked the pocket part! Think of these as a continuation of the bound
volume. Because the bound volume is unable to be changed once it is printed, legal print
resources are updated with pocket parts that are published every year.

The pocket part is located in the back of the reporter. The pocket part is updated annually with
new cases for the topics and Key Numbers in that particular volume.



For further updating of your case research, you will need to use a citator, either Shepard’s or
KeyCite. These tools are essential to legal research, but beyond the scope of this tutorial.

Now that you know how to use the South Eastern Reporter to find a pertinent case, you are ready
to go to the next set of instructions on how to research electronically in Westlaw for the
continuation of this self-guided workshop.

6. Researching Electronically in Westlaw

Brainstorming for Issue and Search Terms
Descriptive Word Index for West’s Georgia Digest
West’s Georgia Digest

Words and Phrases Index for West’s Georgia Digest
South Eastern Reporter

Researching Electronically in Westlaw

Researching Electronically in LexisNexis

N o gk wDdE

Hello Self Guided Researcher, and welcome to the part of the Self Guided Case Research
Workshop where you will learn how to research electronically in Westlaw to help you find a case
that is relevant to your legal issue.

Log onto http://www lawschool. westlaw.com
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Once you are logged in it is important to understand where you are searching. It is vital that you
search in the appropriate database. To choose a database, first click on the DIRECTORY.
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Since you are looking for cases from Georgia, click “Cases under U.S. State Materials.™

FINDSPRINT XEYCITE DIRECTORY KEYNUMBERS COURTODOCE FORMFINDER STE MAP

.S, Federal Materials Litigation
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i type Ireatises. CLEs, and Other Practice Materials ;
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et box. SUBSCRIBER, ...
Leqal Periodicals & Current Awareness

Then click on “Individual State & Other U.S. Jurisdictions.™
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Finally, choose Georgia.

FINDAPRINT  KEYCQITE DIRECTORY KEYNUMBERS COURTDOCS FORMFINDER SITE MAP

Dwectory Location: All Databases > S, State Matenals > Case Law > Individual State & Other U.S. Jurisdictions
Search
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Westlaw.
Law School

Scarch

Selected Databases
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Now it’s time to search. First you are going to run a Natural Language search. The default
number of results for a Natural Language search is 100 if the results are over 100. Make sure the
Natural Language tab is selected. This is a search you could start with; Is it slander to tell a
reporter that a man is committing adultery?



On the results page, the parts of each document that contain the relevant search terms will be
displayed. Skim the results to find which results are on point. The case you are looking for is
the first result. BEWARE: This will not always happen. Click on the case hame to read the
case. You may also conduct a Terms & Connectors search on Westlaw. Terms & Connectors
searching will be covered in the LexisNexis portion of this guide.
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~man had committed adultery. which were standerous por so, precduded summary Judoment. (8] Libel and Slander 237 123(8) 237 Lbel and Slander 2371V
Actions 2371IVIE) Triad, Judgment, and Review 237 k123 Questsons for dury 237 k123(8) k. Privilege. Generally, auestion of whether alegedly defamatory
communcation was privieged is 3 jury question. (9] Libel and Slander 237 34 237 Libel and § 23711 Privileged Communicathons, and Makce Theren 237
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o ¥, Hathcook,

2.
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with the commission of a cnme. - Starkie on Slander

€ 3, castlaberry v, Kelly,
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prove it,"-Thereby mputing sexual connection, 1s Not actionable per se, since under the Code the adultery ..
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Finally, you are going to look at Key Number searching. Key Numbers help you search for
cases by topic. West has broken down every legal topic and their subtopics to a set of numbers,
and each legal concept has its own specific Key Number. A more thorough description of the
Key Number system can be found in the Digest portion of this guide. This is the online version
of that resource. To search for a case by Key Number, you must click on the link for KEY
NUMBERS next to the DIRECTORY.
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At this point you can view the West Key Number Digest Outline. However, since you already
have some very good search terms, use those for now. Search for adultery and slander.
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Browse Key Numbers
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Enter search tlems
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KeySearch
contan Key Numbers, suth s law reviews and unpublished cases

What is 2 Key Number? Shon~

outine of al the topics and sublopics

KeySearth, powered by the West Key Number System, identiies relevant Key Numbers and ther underyng concepts and runs a query for you. KeySearch can retnisve raparted cases as wel as documents that dent



This will take you to a screen where vou can select the appropriate Key Number to search for
relevant cases. Be sure fo pay attention to the jurisdiction of the Key Numbers offered. Click on
237k7(17) and take a look.
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Search for Key Numbers
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You found vour case again.
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3 Hesdnotes

FOR EDUCATIONAL USE ONLY
Headnotes

P
Baskn v, Bpgers, 493 S ""4— Here is the case
227 LIBEL AND SLANDER
2371 Words and Acts Actionable, and Liabdity Therefor
217%7 Words Imputing Crime and Immorakity

232 K2(2A7) %, Adultery.
Ga.App., 1997
Statements that mamed man had “affars” and was a “womanzer” mmputad crme of adultery, and constituted slander per se. Q.C.GA, § 51-5-4
(R)-

H

Meyear v, Ladford, 316 5.E.24 §04

Ga-App., 1984

written statements refemng to fire fighter and fire cheef being “hugged up with each othar” or “wrapped up with each other” in pubiic at firemen’s
convention dd not nse to level of mputing crime of adultery to fire fighter, entithing her to recovery n Abel acton without any showing of special
damages, snce, at most, statements constituted “disparaging words® which are actionable only where special damage is ncured. Q. C.CA § 51-
4.

c

Castishery v, Kelly, 26 Ga, 606

Ga. 1858

To say to a white man: *Negroes have been with your wife. I can prove it,*-Thereby imputing sexual connection, is not actionable per se, since
under the Code the adultery of the woman is not punshable.

WAIT-you aren’t quite finished yet! Because we are doing electronic research, you are never
finished until you have Shepardized a case to verify it is still good law. For further updating of
your case research, you will need to use a citator, either Shepard’s or KeyCite. These tools are
essential to legal research, but beyond the scope of this tutorial. The Library offers a Shepard’s
workshop to help you understand this important concept.



Now that you know how to research electronically in Westlaw, you are ready to go to the next
set of instructions on how to research electronically in LexisNexis for the continuation of this
self-guided workshop.

o0k wnE

7.

7. Researching Electronically in LexisNexis
Brainstorming for Issue and Search Terms
Descriptive Word Index for West’s Georgia Digest
West’s Georgia Digest
Words and Phrases Index for West’s Georgia Digest
South Eastern Reporter
Researching Electronically in Westlaw
Researching Electronically in LexisNexis

Hello Self Guided Researcher, and welcome to the part of the Self Guided Case Research
Workshop where you will learn how to research electronically in LexisNexis to help you find a
case that is relevant to your legal issue.

Log onto http://www.lexisnexis.com/lawschool/default.aspx
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http://www.lexisnexis.com/lawschool/default.aspx

Click on the “Research Now” button on the right.
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Research
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On the “Search by Source” page (the main research page), scroll down to “State Legal — U.S.”
and click on “Georgia.” Our fact pattern states the actor wants to sue Junior in Georgia, so we
know the jurisdiction we are looking for is Georgia. It is easier to narrow our search at this point
so all of the returned results are relevant.
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View more sources

Use checkboxes to select sources for searching across categories, pages, and tabs. Show le.




On the “Georgia” page, click on “GA State Cases, Combined” under “Find Cases.”
Again, we are narrowing our search at the beginning because we know exactly what type of
information we are looking for. We know we are looking for a Georgia state court case, so we

select the Georgia State Case database.

Citation Legal Dictionary

@ LexisNexis: ~

Law Schools | Sign out

Full Text ) Shepardize

LEEIG W Research Tasks \ Get a Document \ Shepai Alerts \ Total Litigator actional Advisor \ Counsel Selector

by Source | by Topic or Headnote | by Gui | by Dot Command |

GA State Cases, Combined ~ B Edit Sources

AddiEdit Tabs Use checkboxes to select sources for searching across categories, pages, and tabs. Show .

| - T

Legal > States Legal -U S > Georgia (Add "Georgia” as a tab)

Find Cases
Federal & State Cases, Combined
GA Federal & State Cases, Combined Eleventh Circuit Criminal Handbook
GA State Cases, Combined Southeast Transaction Guide 1
GA Cases, Administrative Decws_iuns & Attomey Kissiah's Georgia Workers' Compensation Law
General Opinions, Combined Moore's Federal Practice - Civil 1
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Niciimoe S Oinces Georgia Tax Practice Insights |
Eind Statute, R Administrative Materials & View more sources
Court Rules
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GA - Georgia State & Federal Court Rules Search Law Reviews & Journals
GA Agencies & Attorney General Qpinions, Combined

Georgia Law Reviews, Combined

In the “Terms & Connectors” search (the page that appears after selecting Georgia State Cases),
type “slander w/s adulter!” (without the quotation marks) and click "Search."

LexisNexis® Total Research System

FEENE I Research Tasks | Get a Document \ Shepard’s® \ Alerts \ Total Litigator \ Transa Counsel Selector

by Source | by Topic or Headnote | by Guided Search Form | by Dot Command |

Legal » States Legal - U S * Georgia > Find Cases > GA State Cases, Combined |i

slander w/s adulter!

Broaden this search with additional sources

7] GA state Cases, Combined Li
Georgia Civil Practice |-
Eleventh Circuit Criminal Handbeok L

Southeast Transaction Guide L1
Kissiah's Georgia Workers' Compensation Law |t
Woore's Federal Practice - Civil -

View all sources

Select Search Type and Enter Search Terms

Terms & Connectors ;) ander w/s adulter!
Hatural Language

Easy Search™

Check speling

Restrict by Document Segment
Select a document segment, enter search terms. for the Segment, then cick Add

Selecta Segment + Add 4

Note: Segment avallabiity differs between sources. Segments may not be applied CoNsistently across sources.

Restrict by Date
@ No Date Restrictions ~ From To Date formats

Search Connectors How Do L7

The w/s helps to narrow the search. To search for words appearing in the same sentence, use

w/s. A full list of search signals to use in Lexis is available at:
http://support.lexisnexis.com/lexiscom/Record.asp?ARTICLEID=GS Connectors.



http://support.lexisnexis.com/lexiscom/Record.asp?ARTICLEID=GS_Connectors

Using the exclamation point (!) helps to find words that are spelled similarly. In this case, we
truncated adultery so that it would also search for adulterer. A full list of search punctuation to
use in Lexis is available at:
http://support.lexisnexis.com/lexiscom/record.asp?ArticleID=Symbols_Chart&ALid=Lexiscom
basics.

Thus, the search above will search for the term “slander” within the same sentence as (w/s)
adultery or adulterer (adulter?).

On the results page, read the overview for each case to find the one that is on-point.

The overview is a one sentence summary written by the Lexis editors to assist users in finding
relevant cases quickly. The overview of the fourth result is consistent with our fact pattern. Click
on the case name to read the case.

Overview

Search | Research Tasks | Geta Document \ Shepard's® | Alerts \ Total Litigator | Transactional Advisor | Counsel Selector

FOCUS™ Terms slander w/s aduter! Search Within Original Results (1-3) = Advanced

View: Cite | KWIC | Full| Custom 1-9010 =y B
Save As Alert | Hide Hits

urce: Legal > States Legal - U.S. > Georgia > Find Cases > GA State Cases, Combined [ i
5. slander wis adulter! (Edit Search | Suggest Terms for My Search)

ct for FOCUS™ or Delivery
1. Craven v. Walker, [NO NUMBER IN ORIGINAL], SUPREME COURT OF GEORGIA, 101 Ga. 845; 29 S.E. 152; 1897 Ga. LEXIS 345, June 25, 1897, Argued , August 4, 1897, Decided

OVERVIEW: A patient was properly permitted to amend her complaint against a physician for slander because the amendment merely amplified her case in the original petition, and statements
physician made after pleadings were filed were admitted to show malice.

Case Name and Citation

of action, original petition, malpractice, words charged, fornication, named person, adultery, demurrer, uttered, person named ...

a count for slander alleged that the defendant, for the purpose ...

... offense of fornication with divers persons, and adultery and fornication with" a named persen, an ...

. Fields v. Alley, [NO NUMBER IN ORIGINAL], SUPREME COURT OF GEORGIA, 65 Ga. 637; 1880 Ga. LEXIS 281, September, 1880, Decided
... error of law in the court, the slander is the charge of adultery on the part of the female who ...
... it, and no reason either for the slander or for bringing the cause here. It ...

& 3. pledger v. Hathcock, No. 79., SUPREME COURT OF GEORGIA, 1 Ga. 550; 1846 Ga. LEXIS 107, September, 1846, Decided
OVERVIEW: Judgment dismissing the husband and wife's slander action was erroneous because the words employed by the individual and directed at the wife were actionable.
CORE TERMS: actionable, slander, declaration, fornication, adultery, spoken, penal code, slanderous, punishable, temporal ...

... any man or woman who shall commit adultery or fornication, or adultery and fornication, shall be severally indicted, and ...
... the commission of a crime.--Starkie on Slander, 12; Martin vs. Stilwell, 13 John. Rep. ...

... in public company was actionable.--Starkie on Slander, 24, 25. To impute incontinency ta a ...

... be carted for the offence.--Starkie on Slander, 27. As we have seen by the ...

... code of this State, the offence of adultery and fornication is indictable and punishable in ...

4. Baskin v. Rogers, A97A1848. , COURT OF APPEALS OF GEORGIA, 229 Ga. App. 250; 493 S.E.2d 728; 1997 Ga. App. LEXIS 1392; 97 Fulton County D. Rep. 4200, Nevember 6, 1997, Decided

[ PoMuve treatment is indicated. Click to Shepardize® | wrongly granted to a woman who ac]

Sienal

{ KS LI NI

L R — Positive treatment is indicated. Click to Shepardize.

Be aware of the Shepard’s signals to the left of the case name in the results. The Shepard’s
signals explanation code can be found by hovering your mouse over the signal.
Shepard's will be covered in a separate module.

CONGRATULATIONS! You did it! You have completed the Self Guided Cases Workshop and
should now feel confident researching for a case in print and electronically. If you have any
guestions about what you learned, please do not hesitate to ask a librarian for assistance.
Remember, “We’re here to help!”
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